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Figure 8. Pinckney Recreation Area 

P i n c k n e y  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  
This 11,000-acre recreation area spans Washtenaw and Livingston counties and includes over 3,300 
acres in Lyndon Township. It is comprised of three major use areas: Bruin Lake campground located in 
Lyndon Township, and Silver Lake and Halfmoon day use facilities located in adjacent Dexter Township. 
Activities and facilities include: 
 

• 186 modern campsites and one cabin 

• 26 miles of trails for hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding (overall area) 

• Boat launches  

• Cross-country skiing on trails, and ice fishing 

• Fishing and seasonal hunting 

Source: MDNRE
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W a t e r l o o  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  
The Waterloo Recreation Area contains over 20,000 acres of land, 6,009 of which are located in 
Washtenaw County and 3,758 in Lyndon Township. Green and Sugarloaf lakes campgrounds are located 
in Lyndon, while Portage Lake campground is located in adjacent Waterloo Township, Jackson County. 
Waterloo Recreation Area features: 
 

• 3 rustic cabins and 25 rustic campsites at Green Lake, 164 modern campsites at Sugarloaf, and 
30 campsites for equestrians or groups 

• Picnic areas, shelters, and playgrounds 

• Swimming at Sugarloaf Campground 

• A variety of trails for hiking, skiing, mountain biking, horseback riding, and nature study 

• The Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center, a year-round nature center located immediately south of 
Lyndon Township on Bush Road  

• Numerous boat launches on the area lakes 

• Fishing and seasonal hunting 
 
Figure 9. Waterloo Recreation Area 

 
Source: MDNRE 
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The Waterloo-Pinckney Trail is an extensive trail system which links the Waterloo and Pinckney 
recreation areas and exhibits unique upland, lowland, and water habitats. It traverses Lyndon Township 
and offers great hiking opportunities with a number of access points and campgrounds that allow hikers to 
plan long excursions.  
 
Figure 10 Waterloo-Pinckney Trail – West and East Portions 
 

Source: MDNRE 
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P a r k  L y n d o n  C o u n t y  P a r k  
Park Lyndon is a Washtenaw County Park located on North Territorial Road, contiguous to Pinckney 
Recreation Area. It is a 335-acre park which includes a natural area with a boardwalk and observation 
areas through wetlands, a picnic shelter, grills, restrooms, and connections to the recreation area’s trail 
system. 
 
Figure 11. Park Lyndon County Park 

 
Source: Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
 
O t h e r  O p e n  S p a c e s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  F a c i l i t i e s  
A number of other recreation facilities and open spaces can also be found in the community. They 
include: 
 

• 116 acres of private land on Cassidy Road composed of wetlands, streams, and open fields with 
a conservation easement held by the Legacy Land Conservancy 

• 20 acres of private land on Boyce Road with a conservation easement held by the Legacy Land 
Conservancy 

• Camp Burt Shirley, a Detroit Board of Education’s camp including 137 acres 
• Camp Munhackee, a 98-acre property owned by the Boy Scouts on Bruin Lake in the north part 

of the Township 
• A State of Michigan Department of Corrections property including 97 acres of land on Cassidy 

Road 
• Western Washtenaw Recycling Center, a 78-acre piece of land on Werkner Road 
• Chelsea Rod and Gun Club, a 61-acre property on Lingane Road 
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R E G I O N A L  R E C R E A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S  O U T S I D E  L Y N D O N  T O W N S H I P  

In addition to recreation facilities within the Township, there are over 43,500 acres of parkland owned by 
Washtenaw County, the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA), and the State of Michigan in 
adjoining townships. These regional recreation facilities are large facilities that provide opportunities such 
as camping, swimming, boating, hiking, and golfing which are typically beyond the ability of a local 
municipality to provide. Figure 12 depicts the location of the regional parks within and outside Lyndon 
Township and Table 4 lists the recreational activities they offer. A brief description also follows. 
 
Figure 12. Park and Recreation Facilities 

 
Source: Michigan Department of Transportation, University Region Road and Trail Bicycling Guide 
 

Lyndon Township 
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Table 4. Regional Recreation Facilities 
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S t a t e  P a r k s ,  G a m e s ,  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a s  
The State of Michigan owns and operates over 20,000 acres of parkland around Lyndon Township. 
These recreational facilities include Pinckney and Waterloo recreational areas, as well as the Gregory 
State Game Area described previously. They also include Chelsea, Dansville, and Sharonville state game 
areas, Brighton Recreation Area, and the Lakelands Trail. These state-owned facilities provide 
opportunities for hunting, fishing, camping, swimming, boating, bicycling, hiking, and nature and wildlife 
observation. The state parkland located in the vicinity of Lyndon Township includes: 
 

• Brighton Recreation Area, a 5,000-acre property located northeast of Lyndon Township offering a 
wide array of recreational opportunities  

• Chelsea State Game Area, a 650-acre property for fishing and hunting located on Dexter-Chelsea 
Road, between Dexter and Chelsea  

• Dansville State Game Area, a 5,000-acre 
area for hiking, hunting, and fishing 
located in Ingham County, to the 
northwest of Lyndon Township 

• Sharonville State Game Area, a 3,015-
acre property which straddles both 
Washtenaw and Jackson counties to the 
southwest of Lyndon Township and 
offering seasonal hunting, fishing, trails, 
and a shooting range 

• Lakelands Trail State Park, a rail-to-trail 
non-motorized pathway including over 19 
miles from Hamburg Township to 
Stockbridge, located north of Lyndon 
Township 
 

H u r o n - C l i n t o n  M e t r o p a r k s  
The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) owns and operates over 8,900 acres of parkland in and 
around Washtenaw County, along the Huron River. The recreational facilities located closest to Lyndon 
Township include: 
 

• Delhi Metropark, a 53-acre park on the Huron River located in Scio Township with picnic areas, 
playground, play fields, fishing, and canoeing 

• Dexter-Huron Metropark, a 122-acre site located on Huron River Drive in Scio Township featuring 
picnic areas, play equipment, fishing, canoe launch, and a softball diamond 

• Hudson Mills Metropark, a 1,549-acre park located on North Territorial Road at the crossing of 
the Huron River, east of Lyndon Township with an 18-hole golf course, disc golf course, picnic 
areas, play equipment, sports fields, hike-bike trail, nature trails, fishing, a canoe camp, and a 
group camp 

• Huron Meadows Metropark, a 1,500-acre park also located on the Huron River south of Brighton 
with an 18-hole golf course, picnic areas, play equipment, sports fields, trails, fishing, boating, 
and canoe launch 

 

Figure 13. Lakelands Trail State Park 

 
Source: MDNRE 
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W a s h t e n a w  C o u n t y  P a r k s  
Washtenaw County includes over 1,100 acres of parkland within a few miles of Lyndon Township. These 
parks offer historic or nature interpretation opportunities as well as swimming, boating, picnicking, hiking, 
and other activities. In addition to Lyndon Park described previously, the county parks located close to 
Lyndon Township include:  
 

• Cavanaugh Lake Park, a 3-acre roadside park just west of Chelsea with picnic area,  playground, 
and restroom facilities 

• Independence Lake County Park, a 312-acre park located on Jennings Road east of Lyndon 
Township with a spray park, play areas, beaches and swimming areas, nature trails, paved multi-
use trails, volleyball, horseshoe courts, wildlife observation towers, picnic shelters, rowboat 
rentals, and a boat launch 

• Osborne Mill Preserve, a 39-acre property located on East Delhi Road in Scio Township, which 
was deeded by the Nature Conservancy to the County Parks system to remain a natural area 
with a nature trail providing access to the Huron River 

• Pierce Lake Golf Course and Park, a 230-acre park located between the Village of Chelsea and I-
94 including an 18-hole par 72 championship golf course and a natural area with boardwalk, 
observation areas, picnic shelter, restrooms, boat launch, and connections to Chelsea’s trail 
system. 

• Sharon Mills County Park, a 26-acre park located on the banks of the River Raisin in southwest of 
Lyndon, including a historic mill with extensive interpretive signage, fishing, picnicking, and 
canoeing opportunities 
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C O M P A R I S O N  T O  R E C R E A T I O N  S T A N D A R D S  
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has classified parks and recommended an 
appropriate amount of parkland for a given population size. Although these guidelines are useful in 
pointing out deficiencies, a community’s recreation system should be tailored to meet the needs of the 
community and not based on national guidelines.  
 
According to the NRPA, parks and open spaces are categorized as mini-parks, neighborhood parks, 
community parks, regional parks, and preserves. The mini, neighborhood, and community parks are the 
close-to-home parks, designed to satisfy the recreational needs of local communities. There are no close-
to-home parks in Lyndon Township. According to NRPA standards, the amount of close-to-home 
parkland recommended is 6.25 to 10.5 acres for every 1,000 residents. 
 
Regional parks and preserves are parks that serve a broader area than community parks and focus on 
meeting the recreation needs of the region as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. In 
Lyndon Township, they include the state-owned parks and recreation areas and the county park 
described in the preceding pages. The NRPA suggested standard for regional parks is 15 to 20 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 people. 
 
Table 5. Suggested Parkland Acreage Standards 

Type of Park NRPA standard 
Per 1000 population 

Required  
Based on  
2009 population  
2,906 

Required  
Based on 2035 
population estimate 
3,203 

Existing 
 

Close to Home Parkland 6.25 - 10.5 Ac. 18 – 30.5 Ac. 20 – 34 Ac. 0 Ac. 
Regional Parks within Lyndon 15 - 20 Ac. 43.5 – 58 Ac. 48 – 64 Ac. 7,518 Ac. 
Private Recreation Facilities - - - 400+ Ac. 

 
According to these standards, local parks do not meet the acreage for total close to home parkland. 
However, the residents of Lyndon Township are well-served by the regional park facilities provided by the 
state and county that are located within the community and in adjacent townships. 
 

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  G R A N T - A S S I S T E D  P R O J E C T S   

A critical component in planning for recreation facilities is providing barrier-free access in order to 
accommodate the needs of all people, including those with disabilities. Since Lyndon Township does not 
operate any park facilities, no accessibility assessment was conducted. 
 
Lyndon Township has not received any Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
grant funds for the acquisition or development of parks. 
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P U B L I C  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  

An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the needs of the community as a 
basis for an action plan to improve the parks and recreation system. Needs expressed by the public 
provide the rationale for the formulation of goals and objectives as well as identify areas for capital 
improvements. To assess needs, consideration was given to general recreation trends, a resident survey, 
and a public meeting with community stakeholders, public officials, staff, and residents. The meeting 
focused on identifying priorities for park and trail development in the future.  
 

N A T I O N A L  A N D  S T A T E  R E C R E A T I O N  T R E N D S  

Recreation trends on a national level and in Michigan provide insight into activities that show the greatest 
growth in popularity and may affect the future direction of parks and recreation services. The National 
Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) regularly conducts national surveys which measure activities by level 
of participation and track changes and trends. Table 6 lists the top seven activities persons seven years 
and older participated in at least once in 2008. 
 
Table 6. National Sports Participation, 2008 

Activity Participation 
Exercise walking 96.6 million 

Swimming 63.5 million 

Exercising with equipment 63 million 

Bowling 49.5 million 

Camping 49.4 million 

Bicycle riding 44.7 million 

Fishing 42.2 million 
Source: National Sporting Goods Association 
 
Between 1998 and 2008, the top fastest growing activities include: 

• Exercise walking (from 77.6 to 96.6 million) 

• Exercise with Equipment (from 46.1 to 63 million) 

• Running/jogging (from 22.5 to 35.9 million) 

• Working out at a club (from 26.5 to 39.3 million) 

• Hiking (from 27.2 to 38 million) 
 
Activities that experienced the greatest decline during the same time period are:  

• In-line roller skating (from 27 to 9.3 million) 

• Softball (from 15.6 to 12.8 million) 

• Volleyball (from 14.8 to 12.2 million) 

• Water skiing (from 7.2 to 5.6 million) 

• Scooter riding (from 11.6 to 10.1 million) 
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The NSGA also projects sports participation on a state-by-state basis for certain sports. According to 
NSGA data, Michigan residents are more than twice as likely as the average American to participate in 
water skiing, in-line roller skating, snowboarding, play softball, and hunt with bow and arrow. 
 
These national trends are consistent with trends observed in Michigan. According to a survey of Michigan 
residents conducted in 2007 as part of the 2008-2012 Michigan Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 
Plan, more than half the respondents participated in one or more of the following: walking outdoors, 
relaxing outdoors, driving for pleasure, swimming in a lake, river, or pond, sightseeing, picnicking, 
bicycling on a road or sidewalk, and fishing. 
 
Monitoring parks and recreation trends is important in determining how parks and recreation services 
should evolve. Conclusions regarding the implication of these trends combined with the population 
characteristics and natural features of Lyndon Township are summarized below: 
 

• Recreation facilities and programs should respond to the expected increase of seniors 

• With the increased popularity of exercise walking and fitness related activities, there will be an 
increased importance on bicycle and pedestrian pathways as well as on recreation contributing to 
walkable and sustainable communities 

• An increased collaboration among recreation providers is also predicted. This would include 
partnership and cooperation between public, private and non-profit agencies in the provision of 
parks and recreation programs and facilities 

 

R E S I D E N T  S U R V E Y  

A survey of residents was conducted in 2007 as part of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan update. About 
361 surveys were tallied. Findings that are relevant to the current Plan include: 
 

• 43% of residents made Lyndon Township their home because of its proximity to recreation areas 

• The majority of residents, over 92%, believe it is highly important to protect the Township’s 
natural resources 

• The top four recreational activities residents participate in are hiking trails, boating/fishing, 
hunting, and bicycle trails 

• Residents are divided regarding the need to add more recreation opportunities in the Township 
with 45% in favor and 55% against 

• Of the residents who believe there should be additional recreational opportunities, the top three 
choices are hiking/walking trails, bicycle trails, and sledding/toboganning 

•  Several residents indicated that they would like to see bike lanes on Waterloo Road for safety 
reasons 
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I N P U T  S E S S I O N  

In order to gain public input into the recreation planning process, the public was invited to attend a 
meeting early in the recreation plan’s development. A public notice was published in the Chelsea 
Standard and The Sun Times newspapers.  In addition, a public notice was posted at Township Hall, 
flyers were posted at several locations in the Township, and invitation letters were mailed to community 
stakeholders including Township officials, civic organizations, and service clubs. The meeting was held 
on July 12, 2010 at Township Hall.  
 
Following an introductory presentation, which included a description of the master planning process and 
the information gathered to date, attendees were asked to provide their “likes/dislikes” regarding the 
Township. Participants were also asked to select their preferred road corridors for the potential 
development of multi-use paved pathways, paved road shoulders, or pedestrian nature trails.   
 
The top choices for a continuous paved pathway include: 
 

• M-52 from southern Township limits to North Territorial 

• Waterloo Road from M-52 to Cassidy Road 

• Cassidy Road (which could be vacated from the State Correctional Facility to Roe Road) 

• Roe Road 

• North Territorial Road to east Township limits 

• Stofer Road, from N. Territorial to Island Lake roads 

• Island Lake Road, from Stofer to Werkner roads 

• Werkner Road 
 
Future corridors for pathway connectivity would also include: 
 

• M-52, from North Territorial to west Township limits 

• Waterloo Road from Cassidy Road to West Township limits 

• Township Hall vacated road 

• Hadley Road from east to north Township limits 

• A paved pathway along Lindley Road to connect to the Gorman Lake trail 

• A pedestrian nature trail loop in Waterloo State Recreation Area which can be accessed from 
Roe Road and M-52 

 
Table 7, on the following page, presents all the statements recorded at the public input session. 
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Table 7. Public Input Statements 

Statements 

“Likes” 

• Pinckney and Waterloo State Recreation Areas are assets 

• The lakes and wetlands 

• All the parkland is for people’s enjoyment 

• Park Lyndon South and North 

• All the trails 

• All the boat access for fishing 

• That Lyndon Township is a destination because of the parkland 

• The unique geology of the area 

• The large expanse of public parkland properties 

• All the parkland is for people’s enjoyment 

• The Township sponsored “Clean-up Day” 

• To recreate in the Township 

 

“Would like” 

• To see bike lanes on Township roads 

• To partner with DNRE for grant application 

• To increase pavement along roadways to accommodate shoulder bike lanes 

• To see recreation opportunities for the elderly and youth population (such as sledding hill) 

• To see more trail amenities and directional signage in the Recreation Areas 

• The State to keep Recreation Area access open for Township residents 

• To see bike lanes/shoulders along Waterloo Road 

• To see multi-use trails along road corridors 

• To see any trail development minimizing any impact on fragile ecosystems and natural topography 

• To alleviate overuse and user type conflicts 

• To eliminate user conflicts, dumping, and vandalism 

• To create a “sense of ownership” among residents through stewardship work or other 

• To see directional sign improvements 

• To see kids walking more 
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P U B L I C  R E V I E W  A N D  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  

After the Steering Committee considered the input received through the survey and the public session, 
and reviewed recreation trends, deficiencies, and other background information, they established the 
Recreation Plan’s goals, objectives, and an action program for implementation. A draft Plan was then 
prepared and made available for public review beginning on _________, 2010. Copies were made 
available at the Township Hall and _______________. The Plan’s availability for public review was 
posted in the Chelsea Standard and The Sun Times newspapers (Appendix A).  
 
Following public review, the Steering Committee approved the draft Plan and recommended its adoption 
by Township Board at a meeting held on ___________, 2010 (Appendix B).   
 
The public input on the Recreation Plan culminated in an advertised public hearing held on ________ 
(Appendix C). Following the hearing, the Plan was adopted by the Township Board (Appendix D). 
 

  
 

Dates to be inserted 





 

LYNDON TOWNSHIP FIVE-YEAR RECREATION PLAN - DRAFT OCTOBER 14, 2010 Page 33 

G O A L S  A N D  O B J E C T I V E S  

The Lyndon Township Recreation Plan Steering Committee has formulated goals and objectives for the 
next five years. They encompass the needs expressed from the public, from Township officials, staff, and 
also consider demographic changes, current and anticipated growth and development, the area’s 
physical resources, and recreation trends. 
 

I .  N O N - M O T O R I Z E D  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  N E T W O R K  D E V E L O P M E N T  

Develop an interconnected network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities to make it safer and easier for 
more people to bicycle and walk through Lyndon Township: 
 

• Provide safe travel to key destinations including residential areas, recreation areas and parks, 
and other Township destinations 

• Select road corridors that would be feasible for the development of non-motorized pathways 

• Provide a well-defined separation of pedestrians, bicycles, and cars on arterial roads with the use 
of designated non-motorized transportation facilities including off-the-road shared use pathways, 
on-the-road bike lanes, or other types of pedestrian or bicycle facilities 

• Ensure a balance of facilities to accommodate all users  

• Coordinate the provision of non-motorized transportation facilities with the WATS and the 
Washtenaw County Road Commission during road improvement work 

• Work with County agencies, utility companies, and neighboring communities on joint funding 
opportunities for non-motorized pathway development 

• Incorporate the Recreation Plan recommendations into the Lyndon Township Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan 

• Promote the installation of bicycle racks at community facilities and other destinations 

• Develop a uniform signage and wayfinding system for the non-motorized transportation network 
to identify the Township’s pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as destinations 

• Identify and designate pedestrian and bicycle routes or loops with letters or names and create a 
map for distribution 

 

I I .  R E C R E A T I O N  S E R V I C E S  C O O R D I N A T I O N  

Work to coordinate recreation programming with adjacent communities and other agencies: 
 

• Work with state and county agencies and coordinate with the Chelsea Recreation Council, 
Chelsea Community Education, private recreation providers, and other community organizations 
to develop recreation programs that respond to Lyndon Township residents needs such as biking, 
hiking, fishing, hunting, archery, photography, sledding, and more 

• Work with the local police Department to encourage education and enforcement of pedestrian, 
bicycle, and vehicular laws 
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I I I .  L A N D  P R E S E R V A T I O N  

While parkland acquisition is not an immediate consideration at this time, potential land acquisition and 
parkland dedication may be desired in the future. Potential land acquisition should focus on preserving 
and protecting high quality natural areas, local rural and scenic open spaces, and land that may provide 
linkages and opportunities for non-motorized pathway development. 

 

I V .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ,  F U N D I N G ,  A N D  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  

Ensure implementation of this Recreation Plan by formalizing a Lyndon Township Parks and Recreation 
Committee to oversee the implementation of this master plan, to coordinate efforts with adjacent 
communities, county agencies, and others, and to build community support for non-motorized pathway 
development.  
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A C T I O N  P R O G R A M  

The action program details the manner in which the goals and objectives will be met. It includes a list of 
specific projects as well as a schedule with suggested capital improvement projects, timeframe and 
strategies for implementation. 
 

ACTION PLAN 
The following outlines the list of specific projects and actions which are recommended for the next five 
years. A preliminary non-motorized pathway plan showing the proposed improvements is also included 
on Figure 13. 
 

1.  Ensure implementat ion of  th is  Plan  
• Formalize a Township Parks and Recreation Committee to guide the implementation of the 

current Five-Year Recreation Plan 

• Meet with area recreation providers to consider opportunities for shared services and 
resources such as biking, hiking, fishing, hunting, archery, photography, sledding, and more 

• Complete the “Promoting Active Communities” assessment to gain a greater understanding 
of the recreation issues and to generate ideas, interest, and support for Lyndon Township 
non-motorized pathway development 

• Seek sources of funding for land and pathway acquisition and development through public 
and private grants, donations, and other fundraising activities 

 
Justification: These items respond to the recreation trends as well as to the environmental and 
social trends identified in the previous section.  
 

2.  Acquire  and develop  land for  future  non-motor ized pathways and open spaces  
Land acquisition and dedication is an important action the Township should consider as 
opportunities arise in the future. Desired land should focus on preserving natural resources and 
providing connections to a Township-wide non-motorized pathway network.  
 
It will be important to work with the Township Board and the Planning Commission to ensure 
these needs are considered in the review of new developments and to encourage or develop 
regulations for developers to set aside land for open space preservation, parkland, and non-
motorized pathways. It will also be important to work with Washtenaw County, area land 
conservancies, and other organizations. 
 
Justification:  This action responds to residents’ desires and to trends related to the demographic 
and physical characteristics of the area. 
 

3.  Implement  a  Township-wide non-motor ized  t ransportat ion  p lan  
There is a strong need for establishing walking and bicycle pathways in Lyndon Township which 
could be used for non-motorized transportation. A Township-wide network would connect the 
state parks, community facilities, and other important community destinations. Actions to 
establish this network include: 
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• Work with the Township Board and Planning Commission to continue to refine a Township-

wide plan in cooperation with the Washtenaw County Road Commission, Washtenaw County 
Parks and Recreation Commission, and the State of Michigan (MDNRE) with the goal of 
establishing complete pathway loops.  Some of the proposed corridors would require 
vacating current roadways and coordination with the Washtenaw County Road Commission.  
Suggested corridor priorities are as follows: 

1. M-52, from southern Township limits to North Territorial road 

2. Waterloo Road, from M-52 to western Township limits 

3. Cassidy Road, from Waterloo to Roe roads, with most of the road right-of-way 
vacated 

4. Roe Road, from Cassidy Road to M-52 

5. North Territorial Road, from M-52 to Township Hall 

6. Township Hall Road (vacated right-of-way) 

7. North Territorial Road, from Township Hall to Township eastern limits 

8. Stofer Road 

9. Island Lake Road 

10. Werkner Road 

11. Lindley Road 

12. Bush Road 

13. M-52, from North Territorial Road to western Township limits 

14. Hadley Road 

15. Pedestrian pathways in Waterloo Recreation Area with connections to Waterloo 
Road, M-52, and the existing Waterloo-Pinckney Trail, as well as connecting Island 
Lake Road and pedestrian trails around Gorman and Island lakes 

• Provide access points along the non-motorized transportation network 

• Install site amenities at non-motorized pathway access points to include maps, benches, 
trash receptacles, bike racks, miles markers, interpretive and directional signs 

• Develop a marketing strategy for the non-motorized pathway network to attract support and 
sponsors including the development of a brochure and a walking club 

 
Justification:  These actions are the strongest priorities expressed by Township residents and 
were identified at the public input meeting. They also respond to the national, state, and regional 
parks and recreation trends.   
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PROJECT SCHEDULE 
Table 8 outlines a list of specific projects and actions which are recommended to be accomplished during 
the planning period. The project goal and objective reference, preliminary cost estimate, potential funding 
sources, and priority are also identified. High priority projects (H) are recommended for completion within 
one to two years while low priority projects (L) may take longer to be completed, within five to six years. 
Medium priority projects (M) are recommended for completion from 2 to 5 years, while on-going projects 
(OG) include activities which should occur on a regular basis. 
 
Table 8. Improvement Schedule 

 
Project  Goal Cost Estimate* Funding Source 

 

Administration, 
Funding, and 
Implementation 

Formalize a Parks and Recreation Committee to 
oversee the implementation of this plan and 
advocate/promote parks, recreation, and non-
motorized pathways in the community 

IV _ _ H 

 Meet with MDNRE, Washtenaw County Parks and 
Recreation Commission, Washtenaw County 
Walking and Biking Coalition, Chelsea Community 
Schools, Chelsea Recreation Council, land 
conservancies, private recreation providers, and 
other groups to consider opportunities for shared 
services and resources such as biking, hiking, 
fishing, hunting, archery, photography, sledding, and 
more 

II _ _ H 

 Complete the “Promoting Active Communities” 
assessment (www.mihealthtools.org/communities) 
to build support for a non-motorized network 
development 

I, II, 
& IV 

_ _ H 

 Develop a map and brochure of the Township 
highlighting existing and potential non-motorized 
pathways 

I $3,000 Township Fund & 
Donations 

H 

 Build a volunteer base by creating opportunities 
such as clean-up efforts, invasive species removal, 
and other tasks 

IV _ _ OG 

 Identify fund raising opportunities  IV _ _ OG 

      

Land 
Preservation  

Work with the Township Board and Planning 
Commission to review development proposals and 
encourage developers to set aside land for open 
space preservation, parkland, and non-motorized 
pathways 

III _ _ OG 
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Project  Goal Cost Estimate* Funding Source 

 

 Seek partnerships with the State of Michigan, 
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Washtenaw County Road 
Commission, and other agencies for open space, 
parkland, or non-motorized pathway acquisition and 
management 

III _ _ OG 

 Seek and submit federal, state, county, and private 
foundation grant applications for open space, 
parkland, and non-motorized pathway acquisition 
and development 

IV _ _ OG 

      

Non-motorized 
Pathways  

Work with the Township Board and Planning 
Commission to refine the Township-wide non-
motorized pathway network (see Figure 13) 

I _ _ OG 

 Formulate an action plan for implementation of the 
following priority pathway segments: 

I _ _ H 

 1. A separate shared-use path along M-52, from the 
southern Township limits to North Territorial Road 

I $975,000 
Length: 3.9 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

H 

 2. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Waterloo Road from M-52 to 
Cassidy Road 

I $350,000 
Length: 1.4 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

H 

 3. A shared-use path along Cassidy Road which 
would be vacated from the State Correctional 
Facility north to Roe Road 

I $800,000 
Length: 3.2 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

H 

 4. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Roe Road, from Cassidy Road to 
M-52 and along North Territorial, from M-52 to the 
Township Hall 

I $475,000 
Length: 1.9 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

H 

 5. A separate shared-use path along the vacated 
Township Hall Road 

I $75,000 
Length: 0.3 mile 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

H 

 6. Coordinate with Waterloo State Recreation Area 
to formalize a pedestrian nature trail in the 
northeast part of the park with connections to 
Waterloo, M-52, and the existing Waterloo-
Pinckney Trail 

I To be determined _ H 

 Formulate an action plan for implementation of 
future pathways to include, in order of priority: 

I _ _ M & 
L 

 7. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along North Territorial Road to 
Township limits 

I $875,000 
Length: 3.5 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 
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Project  Goal Cost Estimate* Funding Source 

 

 8. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Stofer Road 

I $275,000 
Length: 1.1 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 9. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Island Lake Road 

I $425,000 
Length: 1.7 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 10. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Werkner Road 

I $500,000 
Length: 2 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 11. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Lindley Road 

I $200,000 
Length: 0.8 mile 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 12. A pedestrian pathway connecting Island Lake 
Road and pedestrian trails around Gorman and 
Island lakes 

I To be determined _ M & 
L 

 13. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Waterloo Road from Cassidy 
Road to western Township limits 

I $875,000 
Length: 3.5 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 14. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Bush Road 

I $125,000 
Length: 0.5 mile 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 15. A shared-use pathway along M-52 from North 
Territorial Road to western Township limits  

I $800,000 
Length: 3.2 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 16. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Hadley Road 

I $900,000 
Length: 3.6 miles 

Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

M & 
L 

 Provide access points at appropriate locations along 
pathways 

I To be determined Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

L 

 Install site amenities along pathways such as 
benches, trash receptacles, bike racks, mile 
markers, and interpretive and directional signs 

I To be determined Township Funds 
Grants & Donations 

L 

      
*Cost for pathways based on WATS unit cost for a 10-foot wide shared-use pathway at $250,000 per mile 
 

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  S T R A T E G I E S  
To accomplish the recommended actions during the next five years, it will be necessary to secure 
adequate funding. The current budget does no provide funds for land acquisition, development, and 
improvements. Therefore, the following strategies are recommended to proceed as planned. 
 
A p p l y  f o r  F e d e r a l  F u n d i n g  
At the federal level, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) funds Transportation 
Enhancement (TE) activities. To be eligible, a project must fall into one of the 12 TE activities and relate 
to surface transportation. A minimum 20 percent local match is required for proposed projects and 
applications are accepted online on an on-going basis. Activities which may apply to Lyndon Township 
include: 
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• Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles including new or reconstructed walkways, curb 

ramps, bike lane striping, wide paved shoulders, bike parking, off-road trails, bike and pedestrian 
bridges, and underpasses 

• Provision of safety and educational programs for pedestrians and bicyclists designed to 
encourage walking and bicycling 

• Acquisition, planning, designing, and constructing abandoned railway corridors 
 

The Safe Routes to School (SR2S) program is a national movement to make it safe, convenient, and fun 
for children to bicycle and walk to school. In Michigan, the program is sponsored by the Michigan 
Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness. With the passage of the federal transportation legislation in 2005, 
Michigan’s SR2S program will make schools eligible for transportation enhancement funds, providing for 
infrastructure improvements and education campaigns. The purpose of the program is to:  
 

• Enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school 

• Make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation alternative, thereby 
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age 

• Facilitate the planning, development, and construction of projects and activities improving safety, 
and reducing traffic, fuel consumption and air pollution  

 
The program authorizes $612 million over five years beginning with 2005. The Michigan Department of 
Transportation estimates that Michigan’s total apportionment over the five years will be roughly $19 
million. Schools must be registered, attend a day-long training session, and develop a Walking Audit in 
order to be eligible to apply. SR2S funding is 100 percent federal and no match is required. Seventy 
percent of the funding must be used for infrastructure projects, 10 percent for non-infrastructure projects 
and the remaining 20 percent applied to either category. 
 
A p p l y  f o r  S t a t e  F u n d i n g  
At the state level, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) and the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) continue to be the primary funding sources for parkland acquisition and 
development. 
 
The MNRTF provides funding for the purchase and development of parkland for natural resource-based 
preservation and recreation. Goals of the program are to:  
 

• Protect natural resources and provide for their access, public use, and enjoyment 

• Provide public access to Michigan’s water bodies, particularly the Great Lakes, and facilitate their 
recreation use 

• Meet regional, county and community needs for outdoor recreation opportunities 

• Improve the opportunities for outdoor recreation in urban areas 

• Stimulate Michigan’s economy through recreation related tourism and community revitalization 
 
Grant proposals must include a local match of at least 25 percent of the total project cost. There is no 
minimum or maximum for acquisition projects. For development projects, the minimum funding request is 
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$15,000 and the maximum is $500,000. Applications are due in April and August for acquisition projects 
and April (only) for development projects.  
 
The LWCF is a federal appropriation to the National Park Service, who distributes funds to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment for development of outdoor recreation facilities. The 
focus of the program has recently been on trailway systems and other community recreation needs such 
as playgrounds, picnic areas, skate parks, ball fields, soccer fields, and walking paths. Minimum grant 
requests are $30,000 and maximum grant requests are $75,000. The match percentage must be 50 
percent of the total project cost. Applications were due in April in 2010.  
 
It is sometimes possible to coordinate and combine grant programs for a project provided the application 
submittals are done in a timely fashion.  For example, applicants have used MNRTF funds as a match for 
MDOT TE grants.  
 
A p p l y  f o r  O t h e r  G r a n t  F u n d i n g  
Recently, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission endorsed a new initiative, 
“Connecting Communities,” which will provide funds to assist local communities in constructing non-
motorized trails. They are allocating $600,000 a year for five years to communities for construction of 
non-motorized projects. Selection criteria include projects that: 
 

• Are components of an existing or planned county greenway network 

• Connect significant destinations 

• Relate to the county’s important natural features 

• Involve partnerships of two or more communities 

• Have a high use potential 

• Provide a wide range of functions 
 

There are also a variety of smaller grant programs available for the establishment of greenways/pathways 
or greenway-related facilities such as Bikes Belong Coalition. The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by 
members of the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission is to put more people on bikes more often. The 
program funds projects in three categories: Facility, Education, and Capacity Building. Requests for 
funding can be up to $10,000 for projects such as bike paths, trails, lanes, parking, and safe routes to 
school. Applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis.  
 
S e e k  o t h e r  S o u r c e s  o f  F u n d i n g  
Lyndon Township should investigate additional sources of funding. Seeking donations, attracting 
sponsors, holding fund-raising events, and seeking out other revenue sources are methods that should 
continue to be pursued aggressively to raise funding for land and non-motorized pathway acquisition and 
development.  
 




